Pullet Rearing Programs. by Griffin, B. J. & Wormeli, B. C.
I'T IS DIFFICULT for a poultry operation to
succeed without a good pUllet-rearing pro-
gram. A critical time in the life of a bird
is during the rearing period. To get a hen
that will produce a profit, good management
practices must be followed. After the chicks
have been brooded about 2 months, a well-
planned'pullet rearing program should be
put into action.
General. Management Practices
1. Purchase chicks from a reliable
hatchery that demonstrates the ability to
furnish high-producing chicks free from
pullorum and 'typhoid and one which provides
good service.,
2. Use a sound vaccination program.
Vaccinate for Newcastle at 4 days, again
. at 4 weeks and a third vaccination before
going into the laying. house, using the B1
strain of Newcastle vaccine. Birds should
be vaccinated for bronchitis at 6 weeks
and for fowl pox at 8 weeks. See Extension
leaflet L-241, Sugge'sted Vacc inat ion Program
for Ch ickens.
3. Many pOUltrymen now purchase
chicks that are debeaked at the hatchery.
If the pUllets have not been debeaked when
purchased, cut off a third of the upper
beak at the earliest sign of cannibalism.
4. Check birds regularly for exter-
nal parasites. If parasi tes are found be~in
control measures' immediately. See Extension
leaflet L-256, Guide for Contro II ing Extern-
al Parasites of Livestock and Poultry.
5. When a heavy infestation of worms
is found in a flock, most of the damage
already has been done. Practice a sanita-
tion program to prevent worms.
a. Screen the dropping·pits
b. Clean poultry house thoroughly
after each rearing period
c. Rotate yardS and range
d. Dispose of droppings away from
the area where chickens are
kept
If a heavy infestation of worms is found in
a flock by examination of the intestinal
tract, a reliable worming medicine should
be given.
6. Keep young birds away from the
old birds to prevent disease from spreading
from one generation to another.
7. follow the feed manufacturer's
recommendations on feeding for grow ing
pUllets.
8. Allow 3 linear inches of feeder
space per bird. Use a feeder at least 4
inches deep with a I-inch lip and fill to
not more than 2 inches from the top.
9. Allow I-inch of water space per
bird. Clean the water foun~ains daily.
10. If lignts are used they should
extend the length of day to 13 hours.
ing:
11. Dubbing (cutting off the comb at
1 day of age with finger nail scissors) may
be practiced for cage repl~cement birds.
This prevents injured combs which could hin-
der eating and drinking.
12. Promptly remove and burn all dead
birds to aid in disease and parasite con-
trol. A disposal pit is recommended for
poultry producers. Plans a;re available from
your county agent.
13. Keep accurate records on feed,
death loss, labor and medicine. Study these
records each week to find better management
practices.
14. Well-bred pUllets require little
cUlling. Remove obvious culls when the pUl-
lets go to fhe laying house.
Range Rearing
A successful range-rearing program
depends on young, succulent forage for
pUllet feed.
1. Clean range must be used for rear-
ing pullets. A clean range is one on which
ne i ther poultry nor poul try manure has been
for at least 2 years. This helps to control
parasites and diseases.
2. About 200 pullets can be ranged
per acre.
3. A range shelter such as is pro-
vided for in Building Plan No. 398 will house
100 to 125 pullets. This may serve as a
brooder house by covering the sides and
floor with building paper. At 6 to 8 weeks
of age the paper may be removed and then
the building can become a range shelter.
4. Natural shade is desirable to pro-
tect birds, feed and water from the hot
sun. If natural shade is not available.
artificial shade should be constructed.
5. Feeders and waterers should be
moved at least once a week to prevent the
area from becoming infested with parasites
and disease organisms.
ConFinement Rearing
Rearing pullets in confinement is a
popular trend because it eliminates many of
the hazards of range rearing. Under this
system all birds are kept in the house the
entire rearing period.
1. Advantages of confinement rear-
ing:
a. Less labor required
b. Smaller investment in land
c. Less trouble from internal and
external parasites
d. Fewer birds lost to predatory
animals
e. No expense for maintaining
range; also land may be used
for cash crops or livestock
2. Disadvantages of confinement rear-
a. Close quarters encourage can-
nibalism and feather picking
b. Takes more feed since there is
there is no grass for the pul-
lets to eat
c. Greater investment in buildings
3. Two square feet of floor space per
bird is recommended.
4. Supply the birds with adequate
ventilation at the floor line, upper side
wall and roof.
5. Arrange feeders and waterers where
birds will not have to walk more than 10
feet to drink and eat anywhere in the house.
6. Use clean absorbent litter about
4 inches deep. What litter you use will de-
pend on availability and cost. Good litters
are sugar cane pUlp, wood shavings, peanut
hulls and crushed corn cobs. Litter must be
free of mold and free of dust. Keep water
fountains in good adjustment and repair
them as needed. It litter around the water-
ers becomes wet, remove it and replace it
with dry litter. Moving the water fountains
often will help to eliminate this problem.
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